Just 21 miles west of Lehi in 
the tiny community of Fair- 
field stands an old frontier 
inn, 19th-century cemetery and 
commissary — remnants of 
the time in 1858 when General 
Albert Sydney Jehnston’s 
army Stayed in the area to 
keep an eye on the Mormons. 

Nearly 3,500 men camped 
there, making it the largest 
concentration of military in 
the United Staies at the time. 

Today, visitors can see the 
remains of Camp Floyd, ‘as 
‘well as the restored historic 


Fairfield holds a 


stagecoach inn, built by town 
founder John Carson. Operat- 
ing hours are seven days a 
week from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
766-8932, 

Historie accounts say that 
the army was sent to Utah 
because of reperis given U.S. 
President Buchanan the year 
before concerning the conduct 
of the Mormons in Salt Lake 
City. The president ordered 
the army not to molest the 
city or its people, but to pass 
through and*take up quarters 


BYU campus offers 
fours in summer 


Throughout the summer, 
Brigham Young University of- 
fers campus tours five days a 
week from @ a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Those interested in learning 
historical highlights about the 
campus can call to reserve a 
time, or go to the school’s 
hosting center on the north 
side of campus near the Mar- 
riott Center at 11 a.m. and 2 
p-m., when regular tours are 
scheduled. 

Tours last from 45 minutes 
to an hour, according to host- 
ing center director Ron Clark. 

The tour begins with a 10 


unaware of, 

“It’s a relaxing tour and an 
enjoyable opportunity,” Clark 
said. 


A new tour program the 
hosting center offers is a night 
tour in’ conjunction with the 
Friday night buffet at the 
campus restaurant, the Sky- 
room. People who have dinner 
plans can extend their campus 
Visit with a tour. 

“It's slightly different than 
the other tours,” Clark said. 
“We use a lot of stories and 
folklore. We talk about the 


mission of the university and - 


a 


far enough away to cause no 
disturbance. The army arrived 
in Fairfield on July 8, 1858, 
and set up a post. That sum- 
mer, between 300 and 400 
buildings were erected. The 
camp was completed Noy. 9, 
1858. Camp Floyd was then 
duly commissioned a post of 
the United States Army. 

In 1885, a few years before 
the army had arrived, a man 
named John Carson and two 
other men had made the Fair- 
field area their home. To pro- 
tect them and their families 


from the Indians, they built a 
stone fort, within which were 
log and adobe houses for their 
living quarters. Upon the ar- 
rival of the army, Carson tore 
down the fort and in its place 
built a two-story hotel and inn. 


-It was an oasis amid the hell- 


roaring, wild atmosphere of 
Camp Floyd, which had a pop- 
ulation of 7,000 or more peo- 
ple. Carson allowed no liquor 
to be served in his inn. The 
inn proved to be a hostelry for 
prominent visitors to the 
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piece of frontier histor 


place, including many well- 
known actors aad actresses of 
the day who stopped there en 
route to performances in San 
Francisco. 


In 1861, the army was or- 
dered to Fort Leavenworth. 
The hell-roaring Fairfield blew 
out as suddenly as it had 
blown in. By Sept. 2, of 1861, 
only 18 families called Fair- 
field their home, and all that 
was left of Camp Floyd was a 
40-acre tract on which was the 
Army cemetery. 


